This literature review examines the global digital divide and is focused on the ICT initiatives in secondary education in developing countries from 1990 onwards.
groups and single parents. The second type of divide is due to differences in experience while the third type of divide occurs due to lack of access (Smolenski, 2000) . To exemplify, due to a lack of infrastructure people in isolated rural areas might find it difficult to access the Internet. In the light of these definitions, there appears to be a converging viewpoint that the digital divide is not just about access to technology, nor necessarily of high cost, but has a socio-economic component (ITU, 2002) .
Although it is beyond the scope of this study, it should be noted that the legal, political, and economic circumstances under which a country operates gives 2 some indication of a country's e-ready condition .
Therefore, it is claimed that under the right circumstances,
ICTs can greatly expand a country's economic growth, create or enhance a country's participation in global markets, dramatically improve human welfare and human capital, and promote political accountability (United Nations Development Programme, 2000).
The Digital Divide in Educational Context
Many parts of the world are undergoing a digital revolution in the area of ICTs (Commission of the European
Communities, 2001). Similarly, it has been stated in a United
Nations Report (2000, p. 3) that "the world is undergoing a revolution in ICTs that has momentous implications for the current and future social and economic situation of all (Kozma, Wagner, 2003) .
Theoretical Lenses
According to Trujillo (2000) , regardless of the source, or quality of the study related to the digital divide, one can distinguish different paradigms whose assumptions and characteristics reflect one of the following viewpoints:
From a "structuralist" view, the structure of the social actions, attitudes, and processes determine the use, or non-use of information technology within a society (Trujillo, 2000) . On the other hand, Trujillo (2000) notes that the "instrumentalist" approach considers ICTs as a powerful instrument with the ability to act as a catalyst to the "desirable" change in the structure of society. Besides, from each point of view, there is an assumption regarding the positive or negative effects of information technology on a society's development (Trujillo, 2000 Similarly, Trujillo (2000) argues, the discussion regarding the digital divide has been spurred by the recent availability of official international and national statistics.
Over the last two years, international agencies have produced several reports and published books that · The community should be involved.
· Private-public sector partnerships are essential.
· ICT and education efforts should be linked to broader education reforms.
· The professional development of teachers sits at the heart of any successful technology and education programme.
· Technology empowers girls. Moreover, Wijewardena (2002) suggests that the study of the digital divide must move away from ad-hoc analysis methods to a more technical approach with policy prescriptions being guided clearly by understanding of the underlying causes of the digital divide. Wijewardena (2002) also states that narrowing the digital divide should be a key goal of public policy.
To conclude, the issues outlined in this paper are not unique to developing countries since schools around the world youth from any country in the world-rich or poor-to have the same opportunities to create a better world". 
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